
 

Hello from Békéscsaba, Hungary!   As I write this my 
time here in Békéscsaba is quickly winding down.  I have 
another days here before I leave for Budapest and then on 
to Slovakia for the end of the year retreat in the High 
Tatra Mountains.  I find myself in a bit of a daze as my 
time here in Békéscsaba is quickly coming to an end.   It 
seems like it was just yesterday that I was boarding a 
plane for Chicago to begin orientation for the coming 
year.  It has been a year of joy and challenges, of new 
relationships and new languages, new food and new 
friends.  I have been blessed to come to know this 
community here in a way I never thought possible.  I am 
also grateful for the cloud of witnesses back home who 
provided support and encouragement, sent packages and 
mail and kept me in their thoughts and prayers.   

Grace and Peace to you all.  

Dan  

Monday 
Bible study at the congregation 
house 

After school English lessons 

Tuesday  
Hungarian lessons  

Wednesday  
English Club in the Dormitory  

After School English Lessons 

Thursday  
After school English lessons 

Friday   
Bible Study at the YMCA  

After school English lessons  

Saturday  
Roma/Non-Roma Youth Group in 
Békés 

Sunday   
Worship in Békéscsaba 
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“Pack nothing.  Bring only 
your determination to 
serve and your willingness 
to be free.”  
Passover Remembered  
Alla Bozarth-Campbell 

A Day in the Life 

Summertime Greetings  
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As the Alice Cooper song so directly states 
“School’s out for summer!  School’s out 
forever!”  Well maybe not forever, but at 
least a couple of months.  After a year of 
exams, quizzes, reading, homework, and 
classes, the students are finally free (So 
the students say).  As the school year is 
winding down so have my duties.  I have 
been blessed to be able to meet and get to 
know many of the students and teachers 
of the Lutheran high school through my 
lessons, English club, and other school 
events.   I am especially grateful for Erika 
Rumble, one of the English teacher’s in 
the school who helped me find and develop 
a role in the school during the year.   

We ended the school year officially last 
week with a school closing ceremony at 
the “Nagy Templom” or large church.  It 
was a time for students, families, and 

Schools Out For Summer  
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teachers to officially mark the end of the 
school year together.   The service 
consisted of special music from some of the 
students, a sermon from Pastor Zoltan, 
and academic recognition of the top 
students in the class.   There was also a 
special moment of recognition for the 
headmaster who is moving on to a new 
school closer to Budapest next year.  
Unexpectedly, I was invited forward to be 
recognized by the headmaster and was 
given the opportunity to say goodbye and 
thanks to the school (In Hungarian and in 
front of 800 people)   

As we move into the summer holiday, I am 
grateful for the students I have come to 
know and really appreciate all of their 
hard work this year.  It has been a true 
privilege.   

Summertime Sunset  Beer Festival!  
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How do you define where your home is?   Is it by the 
geographic location of your birth?  Where your family lives?  Is 
it only one spot, or can home be many places?  I’ve been 
thinking about this question as my time here in Békéscsaba 
comes to a close.  It’s a question that I have thought about in 
the context of the places I have been and the places I will go to.   
Before coming to Hungary, I had been blessed to be able to call 
many places home.   New Hampshire, Connecticut, and 
Pennsylvania are all places that have special meaning for me.  
Why is this?   It’s because of the people I have come to know 
and love from camp, from Moravian College, and from home in 
CT.   The same can now be said about Hungary and 
Békéscsaba.   

For me, during my time here, I have really focused on the 
relationships that have formed over the year, relationships 
which I am grateful to have.  For Gyuri, Vivi, and Attila with 
whom I have shared many adventure, including trips to 
Budapest and Szeged. For the youth group in Békés who 
welcomed me with no questions asked and displayed true 
hospitality.  For the Pastors of the Lutheran Church, who were 
always ready to help or assist me if I needed it.  Especially for 
my friend Bernadett, for time together at zumba, bike rides to 
Gyula, and for Sunday lunch at her family’s house.  For Ken, 
who was always ready to meet for a cold brew and good 
conversation.   I can go on and on here, the reality being I can’t 
speak to each relationship in this newsletter but I think you can 
see where I’m going with this.  

Home for me is about the people and the relationships that you 
have with them.  That is why I will always be able to call 
Békéscsaba home, along with many other places that I’ve been.  
It is indeed a blessing to have these relationships and I will 
certainly miss them.  

 
Home   

Moonlit night!  

Békéscsaba Fútbol 
team wins the title!  

Last Meeting of the 
English Club. 
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A few weeks ago, as the school 
year was ending, Békéscsaba 
played host to the annual Beer 
Festival.  There is a movement 
here in Hungary, which is seeing 
the development of microbrews, 
similar to that of the United 
States.   The festival was a great 
opportunity to spend quality 
time with friends and also have 
the opportunity to try some of 
these new beers which are  on 
the rise here in Békéscsaba.   

Beer Festival 

Contact Info.  
Email: 
Daniel.purtell@gmail.com 
 
Twitter:  
Jungleland1023  
 
Blog:  
Dpurt1023.wordpress.com  
 
Facebook:  
Dan Purtell  
 
Skype:  
Dpurt1023 
 
Address:  
Békéscsaba  
Luther Utca 1 
5600  
Hungary 

[Street Address] 
[City], [State][Postal Code] 

Live Music at the Beer 
Festival 

Just hanging out on the bridge in Szeged!  

Ez Az A Nap! (This is the Day) Music Festival in 
Budapest! 
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Békéscsaba Fútbol Club Playing For The 
Championship Exploring Szeged 

Making Music in Szeged!  
Szeged! 


